PHIL100: Introduction to Philosophy
SYLLABUS
Tu/Th 12:30-1:20pm, CHM 1407
University of Maryland, College Park    Spring 2008
Instructor: Darren Hudson Hick
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Web site: www.typetoken.com 
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Office: SKN 1121
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Course Overview
An introduction to the principles, concepts, methods, and applications of Western philosophy, dealing with such topics as the value of philosophy, the meaning of life, the existence of God, the nature of the world and our knowledge of it, and approaches to ethical problems. Among the philosophers we shall discuss will be Socrates and Plato, Aristotle, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Anselm, René Descartes, David Hume, John Locke, Jeremy Bentham, John Stuart Mill, Immanuel Kant, Bertrand Russell, J.L. Mackie, Peter Singer, and others.
Course Requirements

You are expected to attend class and discussion sections regularly, to carefully study assigned readings, and to complete all assignments:

Term Papers
· First paper due 03/14/08 in discussion sections (20%)

· Second paper due 05/02/08 in discussion sections (25%)

Exams
· Midterm exam 03/25/08 (20%)

· Final exam, date TBD (25%)

Quizzes
There will be six short pop quizzes held throughout the term, some during lectures and some during discussion sections. The four quizzes with the highest scores will make up the final 10% of your grade; the two quizzes with the lowest scores will be dropped. Quizzes will last approximately five minutes, and will focus on the readings assigned for the day the quiz is held, or readings from that week if the quiz is held during discussion sections.
Your final grade will depend on the percentage you earn of the total points possible in the class: A+: 98-100; A: 94-97; A-: 90-93;B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63.

· Assignments submitted late will receive a penalty of one letter grade (10%) per school day late. 

· Papers will not be accepted via e-mail.
Absences

If you will be (or have been) absent for an exam or quiz, or a class in which an assignment is due, you will need to provide a university-approved justification for your absence in order to be allowed to take a make-up exam or quiz, or to hand in the assignment late.

Special Accommodations

· Students with disabilities that require special class or exam accommodations must present a form from Disabilities Services specifying their as soon as possible.
· You will not be penalized for any absences due to religious observances. However, it is your responsibility to inform your teaching assistant in advance of any intended absences for religious observance as soon as possible.
Classroom Courtesy

Please be courteous to your fellow students and avoid unnecessary disruptions.  Arrive on time, leave on time, and turn off your cell phone during class.

Academic Integrity
· The University of Maryland Honor Pledge reads: "I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this assignment/examination." The Pledge statement should be handwritten and signed on the front of your exams and papers. Students who fail to write and sign the Pledge will be asked to confer with the instructor. 

· The Student Honor Council identifies four types of academic dishonesty: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes dishonesty of these four types. Please consult the Student Honor Council Website: http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/whatis.html If you would like any further clarification, e.g., on what constitutes plagiarism, please speak with the instructor or a teaching assistant. 

· The teaching assistants and I take incidents of academic dishonesty very seriously. We will forward to the office of judicial programs any cases of it that come to our attention.

Course Textbook
· Perry/Bratman/Fischer (2007). Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings (4th Ed.). New York: Oxford University Press (ISBN: 0195169247) – packaged with Vaughn, Lewis (2006). Writing Philosophy: A Student’s Guide to Writing Philosophical Essays. New York: Oxford University Press (ISBN: 0195179560).

· Supplementary readings (marked [WEB] below) are posted on my website (www.typetoken.com) under the course materials.
Class Schedule 

· Materials must be read before the day for which they are listed.

· Readings may be subject to change.

	Introduction
	01/29/08
	(No readings)

	Arguments
	01/31/08
	(No readings)

	Why Philosophy?
	02/05/08
	· Plato, “The Apology” (28)

	
	02/07/08
	· Russell, Bertrand: “The Value of Philosophy” (9)

	The Meaning of Life
	02/12/08
	· Camus, Albert: “The Myth of Sisyphus” (43)

· Nagel, Thomas: “The Absurd” (21)

	
	02/14/08
	· Taylor, Richard: “The Meaning of Human Existence” (45)

	The Existence of God
	02/19/08
	· Saint Anselm: “The Ontological Argument” (78)

	
	02/21/08
	· Aquinas, St. Thomas: “The Existence of God” (80)

	
	02/26/08
	· Russell, Bertrand: “Why I Am Not a Theist” (86)

	
	02/28/08
	· Pascal, Blaise: “The Wager” (82)

	The World & Our Knowledge of It
	03/04/08
	· Descartes, René: “Meditations on First Philosophy” I-III; VI (171)

	
	03/06/08
	· Descartes (cont’d)

	
	03/11/08
	· Locke, John: “Some Further Considerations Concerning Our Simple Ideas of Sensation” [WEB]

	
	03/13/08
	· Locke (cont’d)


Spring Break
03/17/08 – 03/21/08
Midterm Exam
03/25/08
	The World & Our Knowledge of It
	03/27/08
	· Hume, David: “Of Scepticism with Regard to the Senses” (211)

	
	04/01/08
	· Hume (cont’d)

	
	04/03/08
	· Salmon, W.C. “The Problem of Induction” (251)

	
	04/08/08
	· “Achilles and the Tortoise” (782)
· “The Racecourse” (783)

· “Paradox of the Heap” (785)

	Ethics
	04/10/08
	· Bentham, Jeremy: “The Principle of Utility” (489)

· Mill, John Stuart: ‘Utilitarianism” (492)

	
	04/15/08
	· Singer, Peter: “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (527)

	
	04/17/08
	· Kant, Immanuel: “Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals” (536)

	
	04/22/08
	· O’Neill, Onora: “Kantian Approaches to Some Famine Problems” (553)

	
	04/24/08
	· Aristotle: “Nicomachean Ethics” (572)

	
	04/29/08
	· Hursthouse, Rosalind: “Virtue Ethics and Abortion” (592)

	
	05/01/08
	· Mackie, J.L.: “The Subjectivity of Values” (749)

	
	05/06/08
	· Gauthier, David: “Morality and Advantage” (735)

	
	05/08/08
	· “The Trolley Problem” (793)


Course Review
05/13/08
Final Exam
TBD
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