PHIL 100 05/06: PHILOSOPHY AND FILM
05: M/W/F 11:00-11:52

06: M/W/F 12:00-12:52
Instructor
Darren Hudson Hick

www.typetoken.com

darren.hick@bucknell.edu / darrenhick@hotmail.com
Office: Coleman 67

Office Hours: M/W/F 1:00-2:00 or by appointment.
Course Description
Philosophers, art historians, and art critics have long maintained that the so-called fine arts are interesting in part for how they engage our deepest questions about reality, knowledge, and human values. This course explores the extent to which this is also true of film, the most prevalent and perhaps most socially influential art form today. By studying philosophical texts and philosophically worthwhile films, students will confront a series of difficult philosophical questions, discuss and assess a variety of answers to them, and, perhaps most importantly, will develop an appreciation for the process of doing philosophy.

Required Text

Perry, Bratman, and Fischer (eds). Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings. Fourth Edition
Oxford: 2007. (ISBN-10: 0195169247 / ISBN-13: 9780195169249)
(Additional readings will be available in PDF format on my website, www.typetoken.com. These are indicated under the course schedule below as “[WEB]”.)
Films
Although it is required that you view the films listed under “Course Schedule” below, you have a number of options for viewing them:

(1) Films will be screened on Monday and Tuesday evenings, as listed in the “Course Schedule”. Screenings will take place at 7:00 pm in room 201 of the Art Building.
(2) Limited copies of each film should be available for borrowing from the library.

(3) You may arrange for viewing the films on your own, either by renting or purchasing copies. However, as viewing these films is critical to class discussion, as well as exams and papers, you need to be sure you have seen the films during or before the week in which they are being screened.
Course Requirements
Your final grade will depend on the percentage you earn of the total points possible in the class: A: 94-100; A-: 90-93; B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C-: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63.

Papers

There are two papers assigned during the course of this term. The first paper will be worth 20% of your final grade and will be returned to you with comments. The second paper will be worth 25% of your grade, but will not be returned to you unless specifically requested by you. 

· First paper assigned Monday, October 6, and due Friday, October 24.
· Second paper assigned Monday, November 10, and due Monday, November 24.
Assignments submitted late without explicit extensions or authorized excuses will receive a penalty of one letter grade (10%) per class since the due date. (If the paper is submitted late but before the following class, it will be considered one class late.)

Papers will not be accepted via e-mail or fax.
Exams
There will be two exams for this class, with the midterm held on Friday, October 10, and the final held during the December 11-18 exam period (specific time TBD). The midterm is worth 20% of your final grade; the final is worth 25%.
Participation
The final 10% of your grade is your participation grade. Participation includes doing the assigned readings before the class in which the reading shall be discussed, taking active part in class discussion, and putting serious effort into your papers. Participation also includes attendance. Not including the midterm exam, we meet 41 times this term, but for every class you miss without authorized excuse, your participation grade will be deducted 1 point (that is, 1% of your final grade, up to the 10% encompassed by the participation grade).
Special Accommodations

· Students with disabilities that require special class or exam accommodations must present a form from the university specifying the details as soon as possible.
· You will not be penalized for any absences due to religious observances. However, it is your responsibility to inform me in advance of any intended absences for religious observance as soon as possible so that we can make other arrangements. As well, it remains your responsibility to have read the material assigned for that day and to obtain any notes from one of your classmates for classes missed.
Classroom Courtesy

Please be courteous to your fellow students and avoid unnecessary disruptions.  Arrive on time, leave on time, and turn off your cell phone during class. Note that if your cell phone rings during class, I will answer it. Laptops are permitted in class, but please do not abuse this privilege. 
Academic Integrity and Irresponsibility
I take incidents of academic dishonesty very seriously. These include but are not restricted to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism. Penalties pursuant to a board of review range from an “F” on the assignment in question to permanent dismissal from the university. If you have a concern about what constitutes plagiarism or fabrication prior to turning in an assignment, please see me, and I will be happy to help you.
Course Schedule
	Topic
	Date
	Readings
	

	Introduction
	Wed, Aug 27
	No Readings
	

	Arguments
	Fri, Aug 29
	No Readings
	

	The World and Our Knowledge of It
	Mon, Sep 1
	René Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy I-III, IV (IP 171)
	Abre Los Ojos
(Screenings 09/01 and 09/02)

	
	Wed, Sep 3
	Descartes (cont’d)
	

	
	Fri, Sep 5
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Sep 8
	Locke, John: “Some Further Considerations Concerning Our Simple Ideas of Sensation” [WEB]
	

	
	Wed, Sep 10
	Locke (cont’d)
	

	
	Fri, Sep 12
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Sep 15
	Hume, David: “Of Scepticism with Regard to the Senses” (IP 211)
	eXistenZ
(Screenings 09/15 and 09/16)

	
	Wed, Sep 17
	Hume (cont’d)
	

	
	Fri, Sep 19
	Discussion
	

	Personal Identity
	Mon, Sep 22
	Perry, John: “A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality” (IP 368)
	Total Recall
(Screenings 09/22 and 09/23)

	
	Wed, Sep 24
	Williams, Bernard: “The Self and the Future” (IP 389)
	

	
	Fri, Sep 26
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Sep 29
	Parfit, Derek: “Personal Identity” (IP 399)
	The Matrix
(Screenings 09/29 and 09/30)

	
	Wed, Oct 1
	Dennett, Daniel: “Where Am I?” (IP 412)
	

	
	Fri, Oct 3
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Oct 6
	Grau, Christopher: “Bad Dreams, Evil Demons, and the Experience Machine: Philosophy and The Matrix” (IP 195)
	

	
	Wed, Oct 8
	Chalmers, David: “The Matrix as Metaphysics” [WEB]
	

	
	Fri, Oct 10
	Mid-Term Examination
	


[Fall Break]

	Topic
	Date
	Readings
	

	Minds, Computers, and Consciousness

Blade Runner
	Wed, Oct 15
	Turing, A.M.: “Computing Machinery and Intelligence” (IP 328)
	

	
	Fri, Oct 17
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Oct 20
	Searle, John: “Minds, Brains, and Programs” (IP 341)
	Blade Runner (Screenings 10/20 and 10/21)

	
	Wed, Oct 22
	Nagel, Thomas: “What Is It Like to Be a Bat?” (IP 354)
	

	
	Fri, Oct 24
	Discussion
	

	Free Will, Determinism, and Responsibility

Minority Report
	Mon, Oct 27
	Chisholm, Roderick M.: “Human Freedom and the Self” (IP 421)
	

	
	Wed, Oct 29
	Van Inwagen, Peter: “The Powers of Rational Beings: Freedom of the Will” (IP 428)
	

	
	Fri, Oct 31
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Nov 3
	Hume, David: “Of Liberty and Necessity” (IP 440)
	Minority Report (Screenings 11/03 and 11/04)

	
	Wed, Nov 5
	Taylor, Richard: “Freedom and Determinism” (IP 451)
	

	
	Fri, Nov 7
	Discussion
	

	Fiction and Emotion

The Purple Rose of Cairo
	Mon, Nov 10
	Searle, John: “The Logical Status of Fictional Discourse” [WEB]
	

	
	Wed, Nov 12
	Davies, David: “Fictional Truth and Fictional Authors” [WEB]
	

	
	Fri, Nov 14
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Nov 17
	Van Inwagen, Peter: “Creatures of Fiction” [WEB]
	The Purple Rose of Cairo
(Screenings 11/17 and 11/18)

	
	Wed, Nov 19
	Radford, Colin: “How Can We Be Moved by the Fate of Anna Karenina?” [WEB]
	

	
	Fri, Nov 21
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Nov 24
	Schaper, Eva: “Fiction and the Suspension of Disbelief” [WEB]
	


[Thanksgiving Break]

	Topic
	Date
	Readings
	

	Fiction and Emotion (cont’d)
	Mon, Dec 1
	Walton, Kendall: “Fearing Fictions” [WEB]
	

	
	Wed, Dec 3
	Novitz, David: “Fiction, Imagination and Emotion” [WEB]
	

	
	Fri, Dec 5
	Discussion
	

	
	Mon, Dec 8
	Final Exam Review
	


[Final Exam: Date TBD]
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