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Course Overview
This course has been designed to introduce you to the study and practice of ethical reasoning through an array of currently-debated issues in moral philosophy. We will discuss the ethical issues surrounding such controversial practices as abortion, euthanasia, and torture, as well as some of the central moral debates concerning gambling, pornography, and drugs. Many of these are contentious issues for which you will already have firm beliefs or intuitions. Most of us do, though we certainly do not all agree. The aim of this course is not to provide definitive answers to these questions. Rather, its aim is to help you develop your ability to rationally evaluate, understand, and construct arguments in this realm of applied ethics. 
Course Requirements

You are expected to attend class and discussion sections regularly, to carefully study assigned readings, and to complete all assignments:

Term Papers
· First paper due 10/26/07 in discussion sections (20%)

· Second paper due 11/30/07 in discussion sections (25%)

Exams
· Midterm exam 10/18/07 (20%)

· Final exam, date TBD (25%)

Quizzes
There will be six short pop quizzes held throughout the term, some during lectures and some during discussion sections. The four quizzes with the highest scores will make up the final 10% of your grade; the two quizzes with the lowest scores will be dropped. Quizzes will last approximately five minutes, and will focus on the readings assigned for the day the quiz is held, or readings from that week if the quiz is held during discussion sections.
Your final grade will depend on the percentage you earn of the total points possible in the class: A+: 98-100; A: 94-97; A-: 90-93;B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63.

· Assignments submitted late will receive a penalty of one letter grade (10%) per school day late. 
· Papers will not be accepted via e-mail.
Absences

If you will be (or have been) absent for an exam or quiz, or a class in which an assignment is due, you will need to provide a university-approved justification for your absence in order to be allowed to take a make-up exam or quiz, or to hand in the assignment late.

Special Accommodations

· Students with disabilities that require special class or exam accommodations must present a form from Disabilities Services specifying their as soon as possible.
· You will not be penalized for any absences due to religious observances. However, it is your responsibility to inform your teaching assistant in advance of any intended absences for religious observance as soon as possible.
Classroom Courtesy

Please be courteous to your fellow students and avoid unnecessary disruptions.  Arrive on time, leave on time, and turn off your cell phone during class.

Academic Integrity
· The University of Maryland Honor Pledge reads: "I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this assignment/examination." The Pledge statement should be handwritten and signed on the front of your exams and papers. Students who fail to write and sign the Pledge will be asked to confer with the instructor. 

· The Student Honor Council identifies four types of academic dishonesty: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes dishonesty of these four types. Please consult the Student Honor Council Website: http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/whatis.html If you would like any further clarification, e.g., on what constitutes plagiarism, please speak with the instructor or a teaching assistant. 

· The teaching assistants and I take incidents of academic dishonesty very seriously. We will forward to the office of judicial programs any cases of it that come to our attention.

Course Textbook
· Timmons, Mark (2005). Disputed Moral Issues. New York: Oxford University Press (ISBN: 9780195177633) – packaged with Vaughn, Lewis (2006). Writing Philosophy: A Student’s Guide to Writing Philosophical Essays. New York: Oxford University Press (ISBN: 0195179560).
· Supplementary readings (marked [MOR] below) will be posted in the course reserves via the catalog on the McKeldin Library website (www.lib.umd.edu).
Class Schedule 

· Materials must be read before the day for which they are listed.

· Readings may be subject to change.

	Introduction
	08/30/07
	(No readings)

	Arguments
	09/04/07
	(No readings)

	Abortion
	09/06/07
	· Mary Ann Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion” (277)

	
	09/11/07
	· Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion” (284)

	
	09/13/07
	· Don Marquis, “Why Abortion is Immoral” (292)

	Euthanasia & Assisted Suicide
	09/18/07
	· James Rachels, “Active and Passive Euthanasia” (243)

	
	09/20/07
	· Bonnie Steinbock, “The Intentional Termination of Life” (247)

	
	09/25/07
	· Richard Doerflinger, “Assisted Suicide: Pro-Choice or Anti-Life?” (256)

	Cloning
	09/27/07
	· Leon R. Kass, “Preventing Brave New World” (328)

	
	10/02/07
	· Gregory E. Pence, “Will Cloning Harm People?” (336)

	
	10/04/07
	· John Robertson, “Liberty, Identity, and Human Cloning” (320)

	World Hunger & Poverty
	10/09/07
	· Garrett Hardin, “Lifeboat Ethics” (447)

	
	10/11/07
	· Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (452)

	
	10/16/07
	· John Arthur, “World Hunger and Moral Obligation” (458)
· Amartya Sen, “Property and Hunger” (462)


Midterm Exam
10/18/07
	Animal Rights
	10/23/07
	· Peter Singer, “All Animals Are Equal” (477)

	
	10/25/07
	· Carl Cohen, “In Defense of Speciesism” (485)

	
	10/29/07
	· Tom Regan, “The Case for Animal Rights” (489)

	Terrorism & Torture
	11/01/07
	· Henry Shue, “Torture” (424)

	
	11/06/07
	· Alan M. Dershowitz, “Should the Ticking Bomb Terrorist Be Tortured?” (432)

	
	11/08/07
	· Uwe Steinhoff, “Torture – The Case for Dirty Harry and against Alan Dershowitz” [MOR]

	Pornography
	11/13/07
	· The Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography, “Pornography and Harm” (92)

	
	11/15/07
	· Nadine Strossen, “Why Censoring People Would Not Reduce Discrimination or Violence against Women” (98)

	
	11/20/07
	· Ronald Dworkin, “Liberty and Pornography” (107)


Thanksgiving
11/22/07-11/23/07

	Drugs
	11/27/07
	· David Boaz, “Drug-Free America or Free America?” (140)

	
	11/29/07
	· James Q. Wilson, “Against the Legalization of Drugs” (145)

	Gambling
	12/04/07
	· Lisa Newton, “Why Is Gambling Wrong?” (161)

	
	12/06/07
	· Peter Collins, “Is Gambling Immoral? A Virtue Ethics Approach” (167)


Final Exam Review
12/11/07

Final Exam
Check Testudo for date
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