PHIL230.0401: Philosophy of the Arts
SYLLABUS
07/17/06-08/06/06    M/Tu/W/Th/F 1:00 – 3:40 pm    Skinner 1112
University of Maryland, College Park    Summer 2006
Instructor: Darren Hudson Hick

Telephone: (301) 439-4151

E-mail: darrenhick@hotmail.com 

Web site: http://www.wam.umd.edu/~dhick 

Office: Skinner 1110A
Office Hours: I will be available after each class for further discussion; otherwise, by appointment.

Outline

We spend a lot of our time with the arts – we read novels and poetry, we watch movies and television, we go to art galleries and the theater – but what is it about art that captivates us? What makes good art “good” and bad art “bad”? In this course, we will investigate a selection of philosophical topics in the arts, including the nature and properties of art, the interpretation of art, representation in the arts, the difference between “high” and “low” art, and more. We will also spend time focusing on particular art forms, including literature, music, 

pictorial art, film, dance, and theater. 

Course Requirements

Regular class attendance and careful study of assigned readings.  There will be a term paper (30%), a cumulative final exam (30%), and two short writing assignments (15% each). Class attendance and participation will make up the final 10%. 

ADVANCE \d4
Grading and Late Assignments
Your final grade will depend on the percentage you earn of the total points possible in the class: A+: 98-100; A: 94-97; A: 90-93;B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63.

Assignments submitted late will receive a penalty of one letter grade (10%) per day late.
Due to the compact schedule of the course, there will be no opportunities for extra-credit assignments.
Absences

You need not e-mail me to let me know you will miss a class unless there is an assignment due or an exam on that day.  In that case, you will need to provide a university-approved justification for your absence in order to be allowed to take a make-up exam or to hand in the assignment late.

Special Accommodations

Students with disabilities that require special class or exam accommodations must present a form from Disabilities Services specifying their needs during the first week of classes.

Classroom Courtesy

Please be courteous to your fellow students and avoid unnecessary disruptions.  Arrive on time, leave on time, and turn off your cell phone during class.

Class Schedule 

· Materials must be read before the day for which they are listed.

· Writing assignments listed are due at the beginning of class.

· Materials marked [JSTOR] can be accessed through www.jstor.org using university computers, or via the research port on the university library website (www.lib.umd.edu). 

· Materials marked [Online Archives] can be accessed in the course reserves via the catalog on the university library website (www.lib.umd.edu). 
· Readings may be subject to change.
Class 1: Introduction

· No readings

Class 2: Defining Art

· Dickie, George: “The New Institutional Theory of Art” [Online Archives]

· Levinson, Jerrold: “Defining Art Historically” [Online Archives]
Class 3: Aesthetic Properties

· Sibley, Frank: “Aesthetic Concepts” [JSTOR]
· Walton, Kendall: “Categories of Art” [JSTOR]
Class 4: The Nature of Art

· Margolis, Joseph: “The Ontological Peculiarity of Works of Art” [JSTOR]
· Carroll, Noël: “The Ontology of Mass Art” [JSTOR]
Class 5: High & Low Art

· Cohen, Ted: “High and Low Art, and High and Low Audiences” [JSTOR]
· Young, James O.: “Artworks and Artworlds” [Online Archives]
· Writing Assignment #1 Assigned
Class 6: Interpreting Art

· Barthes, Roland: “The Death of the Author” [Online Archives]
· Levinson, Jerrold: “Intention and Interpretation in Literature” [Online Archives]
· Writing Assignment #1 Due
Class 7: Fiction

· Radford, Colin: “How Can We Be Moved by the Fate of Anna Karenina?” [Online Archives]
· Walton, Kendall: “Fearing Fictions” [JSTOR]
Class 8: Genres

· Feagin, Susan: “Tragedy” [Online Archives]
· Carroll, Noël: “Horror and Humor” [JSTOR]
Class 9: Literature

· Borges, Jorge Luis: “Pierre Menard: Author of the Quixote” [Handout]
· Gracia, Jorge J.E.: “Borges’s “Pierre Menard”: Philosophy or Literature?” [JSTOR]
Class 10: Music

· Levinson, Jerrold: “What a Musical Work Is” [JSTOR]
· Scruton, Roger: “Understanding Music” [Online Archives]

· Writing Assignment #2 Assigned
Class 11: Pictorial Art

· Budd, Malcolm: “How Pictures Look” [Online Archives]
· Wollheim, Richard: “On Pictorial Representation” [JSTOR]

· Writing Assignment #2 Due
Class 12: Theatre

· Dilworth, John: “The Fictionality of Plays” [JSTOR]
· Hamilton, James: “Theatrical Performance and Interpretation” [JSTOR]
Class 13: Dance

· Beardsley, Monroe: “What Is Going on in a Dance?” [Online Archives]
· Sparshott, Francis: “The Future of Dance Aesthetics” [JSTOR]
Class 14: Film

· Currie, Gregory: “Film, Reality, and Illusion” [Online Archives]
· Review Session
Class 15: Final Exam

· No readings
· Final Paper Due
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