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  COURSE INFORMATION

1. NATURE OF COURSE. This course is conceived as an introduction to philosophical problems through the vehicle of literature. This means that we will read a fair amount of both literature and philosophy. In reading the literature we will be most concerned with how philosophical issues are raised by or embodied in works of literary fiction. In reading the philosophy, both classical and contemporary, we will be most concerned with how philosophy per se conducts its business, and how its treatment of philosophical issues differs from that which literature accords them. Thus, in addition to studying particular works of literature and of philosophy, we will confront questions about the nature of philosophy and the nature of literature. Students will acquire experience in interpreting literature from a philosophical point of view, and with the construction and analysis of philosophical argument for its own sake.  

2. INSTRUCTOR: Professor Jerrold Levinson

   Office: Skinner 1108C  Phone: x55693  Email: august@umd.edu

3. TEACHING ASSISTANT: Darren Hick

   Office: Skinner 1106   Phone: x53119  darrenhick@hotmail.com
4. OFFICE HOURS [Levinson]: Wed 1:30-3:30  [Hick]: Tues 1:00-3:00
5. COURSE HOURS: Lecture: Tues and Thurs at 11 (Jimenez 0105)

                 Discussion: Fri at 10, 11, or 1

6. REQUIRED BOOKS: 

   Franz Kafka: Complete Stories (Schocken)

   Jorge Luis Borges: Labyrinths (New Directions)

   Fyodor Dostoyevsky: Notes from Underground (Bantam)

   Jean-Paul Sartre: Nausea (New Directions)

   Thomas Mann: Death in Venice (Bantam)

   Thomas Nagel: Mortal Questions (Cambridge)

   McKeldin On-Line Reserve Readings [= MOR]
7. REQUIREMENTS:

   Regular attendance at both lectures and discussions.

   Careful and timely study of assigned readings.

   Midterm and final exams, of mixed format.

   Two short analytical papers, approximately 5 pages each, one
   due around the middle of term and one due at the end of term. 

8. GRADING:

Grade will be based primarily on the exams and papers, but 

preparedness in class and participation in discussion section                                                                         in an informed manner may positively influence final grade, especially in borderline cases. Failure to complete any of the four written items--the two exams and two papers--will result in failing the course.

9. PREREQUISITES: None

10. SYLLABUS

Week          Readings/Events
8/31          Philosophy and Literature: Introduction
              Russell, ‘The Value of Philosophy’ [MOR]
9/5-9/7       Kafka, The Metamorphosis
              Locke, ‘Personal Identity’ [MOR]
              Martin, ‘Personal Identity, Plato to Parfit’ [MOR]
9/12-9/14
    Dennett, ‘Where Am I?’ [MOR]
              Nagel, ‘What Is It Like to be a Bat?’
9/19-9/21     Borges, ‘The Circular Ruins’
              Descartes, ‘Meditations I & II’ [MOR]
              Berkeley, ‘Principles of Human Knowledge’ [MOR]

9/26-9/28     Borges, ‘Tlon, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius’
              Russell, Problems of Philosophy, Chs. I-IV [MOR]

              Kafka, ‘The Great Wall of China’, ‘The Burrow’              

10/3-10/5     Borges, ‘Pierre Menard’, ‘The Library of Babel’
              Levinson, ‘Aesthetic Contextualism’ [MOR]


    Borges: ‘The Lottery in Babylon’
10/10-10/12   Dostoyevsky: Notes from Underground.

10/17-10/19   Holbach, ‘The Illusion of Free Will’ [MOR]
              Stace, ‘The Problem of Free Will’ [MOR]

              James, ‘The Dilemma of Determinism’ [MOR]
10/24-10/26   Taylor, ‘Freedom and Determinism’ [MOR] 

              Frankfurt: ‘Freedom of the Will…’ [MOR]


    Midterm Exam (10/26)

10/31-11/2    Sartre, Nausea
11/7-11/9
    Sartre, Nausea


    Lamarque, ‘Art, Ontology, and Nausea’ [MOR]

11/14-11/16   Van Inwagen, ‘Objectivity’ [MOR]

              Camus, ‘The Myth of Sisyphus’ [MOR]

11/21-11/23   Nagel, ‘The Absurd’       

              Taylor, ‘Is Life Meaningful?’ [MOR]
              Martin, ‘A Fast Car and a Good Woman’ [MOR]   



    Thanksgiving (11/23)
11/28-11/30   Mann, Death in Venice [MOR]

              Kant, ‘The Categorical Imperative’ [MOR]

              Nagel, ‘Sexual Perversion’
12/5-12/7     Nagel, ‘Death’        
12/12
    Review

12/14         Final Exam
