CAPS423-02: THE ETHICS OF WAR
SYLLABUS

Tuesday/Thursday 2:30-3:52
Instructor: Darren Hudson Hick
Office: Coleman 64
Office Hours: M/W/F 3:00-4:00 (or by appt)
darren.hick@bucknell.edu

www.typetoken.com

Course Description
The course of human history is peppered with war. And as warfare has developed from tribal raids to nuclear armament, so too have approaches to war, both practical and philosophical, giving rise to a host of ethical issues. The purpose of this course is to examine the major ethical issues surrounding modern war, including just war theory, the ethics of going to war, the ethics of waging war, the pacifist position, and the ethics of torture. We will consider these issues in great depth and from a variety of perspectives.
Required Text
Coates, A.J. (1997) The Ethics of War (Manchester: Manchester University Press)
(Additional readings will be available in PDF format on my website, www.typetoken.com)

Course Requirements
Your final grade will depend on the percentage you earn of the total points possible in the class: A: 94-100; A-: 90-93; B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C-: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63.

Papers

There are 3 short (approx. 5-page) response papers and one longer research paper due during the course of this term. 
Response papers are written in direct response to any one paper covered during the course of the term (with a few exceptions), and are due within two weeks of the day that the paper is covered in class. No more than one paper may be written on any of the major topics covered during the course of the term (just war theory, jus in bello, jus ad bellum, pacifism, etc.). Each of the response papers is worth 10% of your final grade and will be returned to you with comments.
Assignments submitted late without explicit extensions or authorized excuses will receive a penalty of one letter grade (10%) per class since the due date. (If the paper is submitted late but before the following class, it will be considered one class late.)
The research paper will be worth 25% of your grade, but will not be returned to you unless specifically requested by you. In it, you should focus on one of the major topics covered in the term, or the relation between two or more of these areas. This paper is due the last day of class.
Papers will not be accepted via e-mail or fax.
Exams
The final for the course will be held during the April 30-May 7 exam period (specific time TBD), and is worth 25% of your final grade.
Participation
The final 20% of your grade is your participation grade, broken down into halves of 10% corresponding to the first and second halves of the term. Participation includes doing the assigned readings before the class in which the reading shall be discussed, taking active part in class discussion, and putting serious effort into your papers. Participation also includes attendance. Not including the midterm exam, we meet 27 times this term, but for every class you miss without authorized excuse, your participation grade will be deducted 1 point (that is, 1% of your final grade, up to the 20% encompassed by the participation grade).

Special Accommodations

Students with disabilities that require special class or exam accommodations must present a form from the university specifying the details as soon as possible.
You will not be penalized for any absences due to religious observances. However, it is your responsibility to inform me in advance of any intended absences for religious observance as soon as possible so that we can make other arrangements. As well, it remains your responsibility to have read the material assigned for that day and to obtain any notes from one of your classmates for classes missed.

Classroom Courtesy

Please be courteous to your fellow students and avoid unnecessary disruptions.  Arrive on time, leave on time, and turn off your cell phone during class. Note that if your cell phone rings during class, I will answer it. Laptops are permitted in class, but please do not abuse this privilege. 

Academic Integrity and Irresponsibility
I take incidents of academic dishonesty very seriously. These include but are not restricted to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism. Penalties pursuant to a board of review range from an “F” on the assignment in question to permanent dismissal from the university. If you have a concern about what constitutes plagiarism, fabrication, or other forms of academic dishonesty prior to turning in an assignment, please see me, and I will be happy to help you.

Course Schedule

	
	Date
	Readings

	Introduction
	Thu, Jan 15
	· No Readings

	Just War
	Tue, Jan 20
	· Wasserstrom, Richard A. (1969) “On the Morality of War: A Preliminary Inquiry”

	
	Thu, Jan 22
	· Phillips, Robert (1984) “Just War Theory” 

	
	Tue, Jan 27
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 4 “The just war”

	
	Thu, Jan 29
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 5 “Legitimate authority”

	Proportionality and Jus ad Bellum
	Tue, Feb 3
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 6 “Just cause”

	
	Thu, Feb 5
	· No Class

	
	Tue, Feb 10
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 7 “Proportionality and the recourse to war”

	
	Thu, Feb 12
	· National Security Council (2002) “The National Security Strategy of the United States” (Chapter V)

· Boot, Max (2004) “The Bush Doctrine Lives”

· Daalder, Ivo (2002) “Policy Implications of the Bush Doctrine on Preemption”

	
	Tue, Feb 17
	· Shaw, William H. (1984) “Nuclear Deterrence and Deontology”

	Proportionality and Jus in Bello
	Thu, Feb 19
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 8 “Last Resort”

	
	Tue, Feb 24
	· Lichtenberg, Judith (1994) “War, Innocence, and the Doctrine of Double Effect”

	
	Thu, Feb 26
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 9 “Proportionality and the conduct of war”

	
	Tue, Mar 3
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 10 “Noncombatant immunity”

	
	Thu, Mar 5
	· Shue, Henry (2003) “Bombing to Rescue? NATO’s 1999 Bombing of Serbia”


 [Spring Break]

	
	Date
	Readings

	Pacifism
	Tue, Mar 17
	· Narveson, Jan (1965) “Pacifism: A Philosophical Analysis”

	
	Thu, Mar 19
	· Regan, Tom (1972) “A Defense of Pacifism” 

	
	Tue, Mar 24
	· Ryan, Cheyney (1983) “Self-Defense, Pacifism, and the Possibility of Killing”

	
	Thu, Mar 26
	· Coates, A.J., Chapter 3 “Pacifism”

	
	Tue, Mar 31
	· Brunk, Conrad (2005) “Is Pacifism Morally Coherent? A Reply to Narveson” 

	Torture
	Thu, Apr 2
	· Twining, W.L and Twining, P.E. (1973) “Bentham on Torture” 

	
	Tue, Apr 7
	· Shue, Henry (1978) “Torture”

	
	Thu, Apr 9
	· Dershowitz, Alan (2002) “Should the Ticking Time Bomb Terrorist Be Tortured?” 

	
	Tue, Apr 14
	· Steinhoff, Uwe (2006) “Torture – The Case for Dirty Harry and against Alan Dershowitz”

	
	Thu, Apr 16
	· George Bush (Speech, Sept. 6, 2006) “President discusses creation of military commissions to try suspected terrorists”

· Savage, Charlie (Boston Globe, Jan. 4, 2006) “Bush could bypass new torture ban”

	Jus Post Bellum
	Tue, Apr 21
	· Orend, Brian (2002) “Justice After War”

	
	Thu, Apr 23
	· Bass, Gary J. (2004) “Jus Post Bellum”

	Exam Review
	Tue, Apr 28
	· No Readings


[Final Exam: Date TBD]
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